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[On April 7 Sergio Ferrari, correspondent for Mexican daily newspaper EL DIA, interviewed
Nicaraguan Acting Foreign Minister Jose Leon Talavera in Managua on the Costa Rican
government's peace plan, Contadora negotiations, the upcoming Central American summit in
Esquipulas, Guatemala, and related matters. Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto is currently on an
official tour of several African nations. Highlights of the interview are transcribed below.] Ferrari:
What are the Nicaraguan government's views on the Arias plan, in the sense of corresponding to or
conflicting with Nicaraguan proposals? Talavera: Our initial position on the plan has already been
made public. We believe serious discussion of the proposal at the summit meeting is worthwhile.
At present, technical evaluation of all aspects of the plan is underway, and we plan to announce
more detailed perspectives at the June meeting in Esquipulas. one of several initiatives that have
been introduced during the past three years. This means that Nicaragua will not discuss the Arias
proposal as the only diplomatic-political initiative worthy of attention. It is not a substitute, nor
an alternative to previous proposals. Ferrari: How does your government defend this view of the
Arias proposal? Talavera: The Costa Rican proposal does not...attempt to include all aspects of the
crisis...such as foreign military presence, which has been a highly sensitive issue throughout the
negotiations, or to armaments limitations, another area that many Latin American and Central
American governments have defined as a necessary point of discussion. Ferrari: A Costa Rican
government delegation will arrive in the next few hours to explain some of the issues included
in the Arias proposal. What is your government's position on this meeting? Talavera: Nicaragua
is providing yet another proof of its flexibility and political will by receiving this delegation. The
Costa Rican delegation will be welcomed by Vice President Sergio Ramirez to learn firsthand
certain objectives of the Costa Rican government in presenting this initiative, since we were not
invited to the meeting in San Jose in February. It is poossible that the Costa Rican delegation
will present certain points that will help us to establish our position on the proposal. Ferrari: Is it
possible that the Arias plan may become in fact Reagan's plan for the region? Talavera: We are
aware of the Reagan administration's objections to certain aspects of the Arias proposal, and of
pressure applied on San Jose to modify the proposal to better reflect the interests and projects
of the US government. The Costa Rican government will have to decide if it will play the role of
spokesman for US interests... We would prefer that the proposal reflect Costa Rican interests in
order to make it compatible with other initiatives that have been under discussion, such as our
own, and those of the Contadora Group which reflect the suggestions and aspirations of important
Latin American nations. It is our position that the US should not apply pressure on governments
in Central America and elsewhere, or use them as intermediaries. The US should directly and
openly express its viewpoints through its official representatives, and should be present at the
negotiating table, whether in direct negotiations with Nicaragua to normalize relations, or as a
country with economic and security interests in the region in other forums, and make public its
point of view which could be used as a reference in meetings like the one scheduled for Esquipulas
in June. Ferrari: What does Nicaragua expect from the Esquipulas meeting? Talavera: Nicaragua
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hopes that the Central American governments will express their national interests, and struggle
to free themselves from pressure by, and subordination to, the Reagan administration in order to
find definitive formulas to achieve peace in Central America. Ferrari: When you made reference
to "official US representatives" presenting their views in negotiations, were you including the
Esquipulas meetings? Talavera: We believe that the US should seek out ways to make its position
known in a direct manner. For instance, [US special presidential envoy to Central America] Philip
Habib is touring the region. He should devote himself to explaining the US point of view, instead
of being part of a scheme of blackmail and exerting pressure on Central American governments.
Ferrari: What forum would be proper for US-Nicaraguan talks? Talavera: Nicaragua remains willing
to meet with US representatives in our country or in any other. discuss US points of view. However,
we believe it is more important in that forum to learn about the Central American countries'
national interests, and based on that identification of interests, to then determine the date and
place for the US and Nicaragua to discuss a normalization of relations. The major problems in
regional negotiations would be resolved if the US allows the Central American governments to
regain their decision-making ability, their power to decide, and if it later agrees to participate in
bilateral talks with Nicaragua. have become clearer in recent weeks. For example, at the San Jose
meeting in February, it was evident that Nicaragua is not the major obstacle to consensus among
Central American nations toward achieving peace. Those four presidents [of Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador] did not manage to reach any agreement on the points contained in the
proposal.
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